LUCY LEAVE /SELFHELP/MANU LOUIS/

BEARD OF DESTINY
The Wheatsheaf

Blucs rock duo Bcard of Dcstiny are at half
strength for tonight’s Gappy Tooth Industies
show, %0 it's jusl Graham Barlow playing acoustic
—aone-man blues machine as he puts himself in
song. Dc pitc this he’s far more fiun than 90% of
solo acoustic pcrformers we’ve seen latcly, mixing
up growly Mississippi blues with daft humour,
playing " Ace of Spades’ Robert Johnson style one
minule. singing about cats eating budgies the next
and culminating in a clap-along number titled “The
Ghost of Lany Grayson Pcny’.

Self Help are also a (wo)man down tomight, which
steals some of the detail from their barrelling pop-
punk that’s ferocious yet merry, the songs bold and
fiesh and executed witha rough-edged naivety,
They 're being tipped as onc ofthe ncw local bands
most-likely-o, and while we don’t wantto burden
them with the weight of expectation, they have the
raucous vibc of carly Supcrgrass about them and,
crucially, the tunes to back it up, Welcome to your
new favourite band.

“That was Nighshifi's tourteenth favourite song

of this year,” announces l.ucy l.cavc’s Mike Smith
afler playing of 'Chant//Fresh Crcpes’; ‘betorc
that was Nighishift's ninth tavourite song o flast
year, so you can see the trajectory we're e11,” he
deadpans Truth 1s Lucy Leave are very much on
an upward {rajcctory. Anda downward one, And

a Ictiward one. They'rca band who probably
struggle to second gucss themsclvcs, their set
coming on like a mintbusload of tunes taken for a
trip to a hall of magic murors and retumed home
in their distorted statc. "40 Ycars’ is as close as
they get 1o a straight musical linc —a pummclling
Bo Diddley/Modem Lovers jam-out, but the likcs
of "Beaulty of the World’ and "Speak Danish to Me’
are as fractured, cracked, bent out of shapc and
inventive as you’d hope (fom a band who tend to
sound hike Deerhoeot, Sofl Machine, The Cardiacs,
The Shts and Bavid Bowie all at the same time. A
band perfectly suited to Gappy Tooth Industries’
square pegs, round holes and what the hell ethos.
They'rc a band on thcir vciy own tiajectory; the
rest of us can simply tryand kccp track.
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